Submission and recommendations of the Panel 
Setup to aid in the resolution of the current crisis at 


FTII,Pune 


To, 03/07/2015 
Shri Arun Jaitley 

Hon. Minister of Information & Broadcasting, 

Government of India 


We, the alumni of FTHI, practitioners of the art of cinema and the representatives of the students, 
would like to humbly submit to you that we are very concerned with the recent developments in the 
governance of the Film and Television Institute of India (FTII), an institute of international and 
national repute. As you may be aware, this institute, since its inception in 1961, has enriched the 
Indian film industry, both technically and aesthetically, through the contribution of its graduates. We 
submit the following points and recommendations for your consideration: 


1. FTI Society: 
In the past, the apex body, which comprised of filmmakers and academicians of national and 
international repute, have provided the vision and academic rigour essential for the art and 
pedagogy of cinema. Generations of students have been inspired by these individuals to 
enrich Indian cinematic practice. 
We are afraid, that the newly constituted society does not measure up to this tradition of 
academic and intellectual excellence of this premier institution. 
We recommend that the newly formed society shall not be Operationalised. In the interim, 
an expert committee to suggest norms and guidelines for the setting up of a society shall be 
formulated and in this committee the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the outgoing 
Governing Council shall be included. 


2. Institute of National Importance: 
The Hon. Minister’s announcement in the Parliament to make this Institute an ‘Institute of 
National Importance’ brought great cheer to the entire cinema community. At this critical 
and exciting juncture of technological and aesthetic transformation, FTII is in acute need of 
upgradation. Granting the status of national importance will ensure that this transition is 
effected. To realise this transition a perceptive leadership is required. 
With due respect to the members of the newly constituted society we surmise that they do 
not have the necessary experience and academic expertise to spearhead this transition. We 
request the government to expedite the process of upgradation and provide able leadership. 
The Film and Television Institute of India has unique needs. We suggest that the government 
appoints a core committee, comprising of eminent film practitioners with pedagogical 
concerns and stakeholders from across India to formulate and oversee the setting up of the 
‘Institute of National Importance.’ 


3. Appointment of the Director: 
The term of the current director is due to end soon. As is the practice in other academic 
institutions, we request you to set up a search committee to identify the new director 
following a process of due diligence and transparency. The tradition of identifying a person 
with proper academic credentials and experience in cinema should be the overriding criteria. 
Involvement and consultation with senior filmmakers is of utmost importance. In the 
interim, we suggest that the term of the current director is extended to oversee this 
transition. 


In addition, it has also come to our knowledge that some of the members of the newly formed 
society have issued intimidating statements to the students. Such irresponsible statements from 
society members send out wrong messages to the civil society which in turn makes the atmosphere 
in the Institute non conducive for academic and creative learning. We request you to take these 
untoward statements into consideration, for incidents like these have taken place in the past which 
led to physical violence. In light of the above, we fear the life and the dignity of students in the 
campus. This calls for the Government's immediate intervention to normalise the situation. 


These suggestions and recommendations are made in the spirit and best interest of 
maintaining high academic standards and nurturing a vibrant film culture in this nation. 


Enclosures: 


1. List of former chairmen of the FTII board. 


CC to Joint Secretary (Films), Ministry of I&B, Govt. Of India 
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